
    Ash Wednesday Worship: February 17th at 7:00 p.m. 

Lenten Worship Services:  òWomen of the Bibleó 

Wednesdays @ 7:00 p.m. Feb. 24 through March 24 
Area pastors are participating in a pulpit exchange. The following 
pastors are scheduled to visit Atonement: Feb. 24: Pr. Mark 
Donald, First English; March 3: Pr. Paul Skatrud-Mickelson, Peace; 
March 10: Pr. Jack Shannon or Pr. Kristi Bummer, Good Shepherd; 
March 17: Pr. Marty Dreyer, Our Saviorõs (Laurel); March 24: Pr.            
Eric Thorson, Bethlehem Lutheran. 
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INTERFAITH HOSPITALITY NETWORK.... On Valentine's Day our 

IHN guests will arrive at 5:00 pm.  

Please sign the sheets on the pink clip boards being passed around. 

We will have a "full house" again this month. There are squares 

that the children can even check to help.  The guests love to come 

to Atonement because we are very friendly, caring  and make them 

feel welcome. They tell us that our food is the best of all the 

churches and they enjoy the "family" atmosphere. Please open your 

hearts and share yourselves with our guests February 14 through 

the 20th.     Set up will be   Feb. 14th at 4:00 p.m. God's Blessings 

to all of you!  If you have not been able to volunteer  before or if you 

have any questions, please call Betty Jo @ 249 -4498.  

Backpacks for Youth  
On average, there are about 600 children in foster care 
in Yellowstone County each day. Most of these children 
arrive at the foster home with only the clothes on their 
backs. The Backpacks for Youth program was 
established to lessen the childõs trauma and provide 

some basic necessities. The backpacks contain articles of clothing, basic toiletries, small 
blankets or quilts, and at least one toy. The Backpacks for Youth collection begins Feb. 
17th (Ash Wednesday) and continues during Lent. You may bring donations to any of the 
Wednesday Lenten worship services. Please note: Backpacks are needed, but because foster 
parents no longer receive a clothing allowance, the primary need is for clothing items.  

Join us at 5:30 p.m.  for soup supper 

Wednesdays, February 24th ~ March 24th  
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7Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God and 

knows God. 8Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. 9God's love was revealed 

among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through him. 10In 

this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice 

for our sins. 11Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. 12No one 

has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us. 

1 John 4:7ï12 

Dear friends at Atonement, 

 

As an elementary school kid, I loved Valentineôs Day. At my elementary school we would spend 
time making little ñMail Boxesò out of paper bags or old shoe boxes. Then it was time to get the 
Valentineôs Day cards that we would put in the mail boxes of the other members of our class. 
Sometimes we made them and sometime we purchased them. We gave cards to everyone in the 
class, but I always had a few special ones for the classmates I really liked. When Valentineôs Day 
came we had a class party and all got to open our Valentineôs Cards. It was a wonderful day of 
ñLoveòðwell, as much love as elementary school children can have for one another. 

February is the love monthðwhat with Valentineôs Day and all. Of course the focus of the holiday is 
about romantic love and Cupid shooting little arrows to make us fall in love and assorted other 
nonsense. While Valentineôs Day doesnôt really have anything to do with the Christian faithðit is 
truly a secular holidayðit can be a time for us to be reminded of what our Christian faith is all about. 

When I was a Bible Camp director back in the 1980ôs one of the favorite camp songs went like this: 

 Love, love, love, thatôs what itôs all about. 
 óCause God loves us we love each other, 
 Mother, Father, Sister, Brother. 
 Everybody sing and shout! óCause thatôs what itôs all about. 
 Itôs about love, love, love. Itôs about love, love, love. 

Reading through the first letter of John, we canôt help but see that this little song is right on target. 
Love is what the Christian faith is all about. Jesus is Godôs Valentine gift to usða gift of pure love. 
Through his suffering, death and resurrection, we receive wonderful promises: forgiveness, new life 
and eternal life. In my book, thatôs a whole lot better gift to receive than a box of chocolates or a 
dozen red roses. Of course, John says that because God has loved us so much, we also should 
love one another. By loving one another (i.e. caring for our neighbor in all their needs) we help to 
make Godôs love real for our neighbor. That is what the Christian life is all about. 

Valentineôs Day falls on Sunday this year. On that day Jesus will invite us again to come to his 
ñfeast of love.ò As we commune together he will renew in us the gifts of forgiveness and eternal life. 
He will also give us the strength to go out into the world to share his love with others. 

Have a very joy-filled and happy Valentineôs Day! 

 

 

Pr. Mark 
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NEWER MUSIC SUNDAY  has been given a new  name. Shawn Ashcraft will 

continue to lead the 9:45 a.m. worship on the first Sunday of each month with the 

exception of Easter Sunday. The Worship Committee has 

chosen a new name for this service Sono me Sunday which 

in Latin means Sing With Me.  Say it a few times and it will 

roll off your lips as smooth as a chocolate shake. Please come, 

greet Shawn before or after the service, and enjoy this newer 

contemporary style of music. 

February 7th & March 7th @ 9:45 a.m. 

      

Lenten Choir and Cantata  

Once again you have the opportunity to share in an 
incredible musical experience by singing with the Chapel 
Choir during Lent and Holy Week as we learn and perform 
òThe Shadow of the Cross.ó I welcome anyone from Junior 
High through adult who would like to sing with us to join 
us on Wednesdayõs beginning February 17th and every 
Wednesday after that following the Lenten Services (7:45 -
9:00 PM) for rehearsals. Chapel choir will not meet on 
Thursdayõs during Lent. 

  Kay Rossow, Chapel Choir Director (245 -9042)  

  Pastor Mark will be teaching a New Member 
class on Sunday evenings beginning Sunday, 
February 28th at 6:30 p.m. There will be 4 
classes and each will last about an hour to an 
hour and a half. The final class will be March 
21st. Child care can be provided for those who 
need it. Please contact the church office at 
245- 7004 if you are interested in attending 
the class. 

The Love Offering for February ~   
 

  Christikon Camper Scholarships  


