
Lenten Worship Services: òWomen of the Bibleó 

Wednesdays at 7:00 PM: 

March 3: Carlene Goodheart, Peace Lutheran Church ~ Gomer 

March 10: Pr. Jack Shannon ~Eve~ or Pr. Kristi Bummer ~Diana~ 
  Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd 

  March 17: Pr. Marty Dreyer, Our Saviorõs Lutheran, Laurel ~Rachael 

 March 24: Pr. Eric Thorson, Bethlehem Lutheran Church ~Mary Magdalene 
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Join us at 5:30 p.m. for soup supper Wednesdays, March 3rd ~ March 24th  

Holy Week at Atonement  
March 28 ~ Palm Sunday Worship at 8:00 and 9:45 A.M.  

 

  April 1 ~ Maundy Thursday 
          Worship at 7:00 pm  

 

 

April 2 ~ Good Friday Tenebrae at 8:00 P.M.  

   íThe Shadow of the Crossî 

  Easter Sunday Worship 

 6:30 a.m. Sunrise Service 

 8:00 a.m. Festival Worship 

 9:45 a.m. Festival Worship 

*Please bring fresh cut flowers for the cross on Easter Sunday.* 
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15I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate. 16Now if 

I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. 17But in fact it is no longer I that do it, but sin that 

dwells within me. 18For I know that nothing good dwells within me, that is, in my flesh. I can will what is 

right, but I cannot do it. 19For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I do. 20Now if 

I do what I do not want, it is no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells within me. 

21So I find it to be a law that when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand. 22For I delight in the 

law of God in my inmost self, 23but I see in my members another law at war with the law of my mind, making me captive 

to the law of sin that dwells in my members. 24Wretched man that I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? 
25Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!      Romans 7:15ï25 

 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

As I woke up this morning I turned on the TV, as I usually do, to catch the morning news. The first thing I heard 

was that there was another school shooting in a suburb of Denver.  This time it was Deer Creek Middle School; 

just three miles away from Columbine High School. I am familiar with these schools having grown up in 

Denver. My first thought was, ñWhen will this senseless violence stop? When will children quit bringing guns to 

school?ò To quote a song from my own youth, ñWhen will we ever learn?ò 

I turn to the newspaper and the news isnôt any better. Toyota is still not really taking responsibility for their 

vehicles that have caused tragic deaths. People are accused of trying to extort money from other people. The 

celebrities we admire continue to check into rehab facilities for various addictions. The victims of drunken 

drivers are identified. The world seems whirling out of control. ñWhen will we ever learn, when will we ever 

learn?ò 

If we are to listen to and believe the apostle Paul the answer is: never! Paul wrestled with his own behavior. He 

wanted to obey Godôs law. He wanted to do good. He wanted to do the right thing. But he found that he was just 

unable to do what he wanted to do. In fact, he usually did the opposite. This is the reality of sin in our world and 

in our lives. We want to convince ourselves that we are pretty good people or at least better than most. We want 

to believe that we are moral. We want to believe that can and do obey the Ten Commandments. The reality, 

however, is that we always come up short. The moment we point to anotherôs sinfulness, we find that there are 

five other fingers pointing back to our own. What is the truth? WE ARE CAPTIVE TO SIN AND CANNOT 

FREE OURSELVES. 

That is why we take the Lenten Journey each year. If nothing else, Lent is the time to get honest with ourselves. 

We are not who we think we are. We are not pretty good people. We are sinners through and through and there is 

nothing we can do about it. ñWho will rescue us from this body of death?ò ñThanks be to God through Jesus 

Christ our Lord!ò We must journey to the cross. We must stand on Calvaryôs hill and see the Son of God nailed 

to the cross because of our sin. We must give up the idea that WE can DO anything that will make a difference 

and save ourselves. We must die to ourselves with Jesus on the cross.  That is not a pleasant prospectðdeath! 

But it is the only way. Death! Our hope is in this: As we die with Jesus, the promise is that we also will be raised 

from the dead with Jesus. That is where we pin our hope. 

May God bless your journey to Good Friday and the cross this month. ñWho will rescue us from this body of 

death?ò ñThanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!ò 

 

 

Pastor Mark 
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) 

Preschool Director/Teacher Position 

Julie Amundson, Director of Atonement s Preschool for 9 

years, is retiring in May at the end of the school year. Do you 

love working with preschool children? Do you have an Early 

Childhood and/or Elementary Education Degree and 

teaching experience? The complete job description is posted 

on Atonement s website: www.atonementbillings.org. 

Resumes may be submitted to the office. For further 

information, call the church office at 245-7004. 
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Lenten Choir and Cantata  

Once again you have the opportunity to share in an 
incredible musical experience by singing with the Chapel 
Choir during Lent and Holy Week as we learn and perform 
òThe Shadow of the Cross.ó I welcome anyone from Junior 
High through adult who would like to sing with us to join 
us on Wednesdayõs beginning February 17th and every 
Wednesday after that following the Lenten Services (7:45 -
9:00 PM) for rehearsals. Chapel choir will not meet on 
Thursdayõs during Lent. 

  Kay Rossow, Chapel Choir Director (245 -9042)  

Pastor Mark is teaching a New Member class on Sunday 
evenings at 6:30 p.m. The three remaining classes  will be 
March 7th, 14th and 21st. Each will last about an hour to an 
hour and a half. You may still join the class even if you missed 
the first session.  Child care can be provided for those who 
need it. Please contact the church office at 245-7004 if you 
are interested in becoming a member of Atonement. 

The Love Offering for March ~   
 

  Forever Families : 
Backpacks for Youth  

        and Kidz Konnection Retreat  

It might seem a bit early to think about Easter candy, but the 
Easter bunny likes to be prepared.                         

Please bring donations of candy to the office. 
( 
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Atonement Lutheran Preschool Registration  

for 2010 ñ2011 School Year  

 We will register 3, 4 and 5 year old children. A child must be 3 years old 

by March 1, 2010, and be completely toilet trained.  

 Tuition is $120.00 for Atonement members; $125.00 for non - members 

for Monday/Wednesday/Friday 9:00 - 11:30 a.m. If  there is enough interest 

for a 2 - day per week class, the tuition will be $85.00. A 

$50.00 non - refundable registration fee is required at the 

time of  registration.  

Please call the church office at 245 - 7004 and leave a 

message for Miss Julie.  

Prayers for Members of our Congregation 
Pray for blessings, health, safety and general well-being of these members of 

Atonement. Give thanks for all who are workers with us in the mission we share. 

March   7: Roger, Darla, Jason & Jaime Huebner; Todd Hull; Sara, Tyler & David Hull; 
Marie Hutchings; Melvin, Vicki, Tracy, Kelly & Martin Hylland. 

March 14: Mark & Shirley Jennings; Diana Jennison; Bud & Donna Jensen; Christian, Paige 
& Blayne Jette. 

March 21: Sonny Johnson; Kyle, Tammy, Alexis, Hailey & Benjamin Johnston; Brent, 
Stormie, Kyle & Ryan Jokela; Helen Jonasen. 

March 28: Dale, Linda & Raelynn Karlstrom; Traci & Brendan Kelly; Raymond & Donna 
Kembel; Lynn, Bryce & Samantha Kepferle. 

Backpacks for Youth  
On average, there are about 600 children in foster care in Yellowstone County 
each day. Most of these children arrive at the foster home with only the 

clothes on their backs. The Backpacks for 
Youth program was established to lessen the 
childõs trauma and provide some basic 
necessities. The backpacks contain articles of 
clothing, basic toiletries, small blankets or 
quilts, and at least one toy. The Backpacks for 

Youth collection continues during Lent. You may bring donations to any of the 
Wednesday Lenten worship services. Please note: Backpacks are needed, but because 
foster parents no longer receive a clothing allowance, the primary need is for clothing.  


